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CALENDAR OF WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday, September 9 Pentecost 15 10:00 am 

 

11:15 am 

Worship with Celebration of Communion 

Learning Circles begin and Baby Care 

Sundae Sunday Social (Make your own sundae!) 

Sunday, September 16 Pentecost 16 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, September 23 Pentecost 17 10:00 am 

 

  4:00 pm 

Worship Celebration with Celebration of Baptism 

Learning Circles, Baby Care 

Blessing of Animals 

Sunday, September 30 Pentecost 18 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Dedication of ñMore Voicesò 

Sunday, October 7 Thanksgiving 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Small Hall Event and Baby Care 

Sunday, October 14 Pentecost 20 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, October 21 Pentecost 21 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, October 28 Pentecost 22 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, November 4 All Saints 10:00 am Worship with Celebration of Communion, 

Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, November 11 Remembrance 

Sunday 

10:00 am Worship with Celebration of Baptism,  

Small Hall Event and Baby Care 

Sunday, November 18 Pentecost 25 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, November 25 Childrenôs 

Sabbath 

10:00 am 

  

  4:00 pm 

Worship Celebration with Musical ñO, Jonah!ò 

Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Advent Festival 

Sunday, December 2 Advent 1 10:00 am Worship with Celebration of Communion,  

Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, December 9 Advent 2 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

White Gift Sunday 

Wednesday, December 12    7:30 pm Blue Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 16 Advent 3 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Friday, December 21  Longest Night   7:00 pm Winter Solstice Celebration and Labyrinth Walk 

Sunday, December 23 Advent 4 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve   5:00 pm Service especially for young children and their families 

 Christmas Eve   7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service For All Ages 

 Christmas Eve 11:00 pm Reflective Service of Carols, Candlelight  

and Communion 

Sunday, December 30 Christmas 1 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Small Hall Event and Baby Care 

Sunday, January 6 Epiphany 10:00 am Worship with Celebration of Communion,  

Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, January 13 Baptism of Jesus 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, January 20 Epiphany 3 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, January 27 Epiphany 4 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Affirm Anniversary 

Sunday, February 3 Transfiguration 

Sunday 

10:00 am Worship with Celebration of Communion,  

Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Sunday, February 10 Lent 1 10:00 am 

11:30 am 

Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 

Annual General Meeting  

Sunday, February 17 Lent 2 10:00 am Celebration of Black History,  

Small Hall Event and Baby Care 

Sunday, February 24 Lent 3 10:00 am Worship Celebration, Learning Circles and Baby Care 
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NOTES FROM NANCY  

The liturgical calendar tells us that the arrival of advent (December 2
nd

) is the beginning 

of the new year for communities of faith.  Budgets tell us that January 1
st
 is the start of 

our new year.  But somehow, autumn actually feels like the beginning of a new year in 

the life of a congregation.  Along with the crisp air and the crunch of leaves under our 

feet comes a sense of starting over, beginning anew.  It is a time of returning to each 

other from the scatterings of summer.  And it is often a time when those who are seeking 

a spiritual home enter our doors for the first time.  

 

Sunday by Sunday, we set a place at our table for each of us to take our place in the 

midst of our gratitude and fears, our questions and hopes, our hungers and longings, our discouragement and 

dreams.  When we meet one another in the roundness of being a gathered community, we are seeking to learn and 

live the radical equality and genuine hospitality we have seen in Jesus of Nazareth.  Newcomers often tell us that 

we have a genuinely warm and welcoming space and spirit é but does our welcome also deepen into expressions 

of holy hospitality?  As a round table people, do we live our welcome by making space for one anotherôs unique 

presence é by living gently with this good earth, our home é by opening in vulnerability ñnot neglecting to 

show hospitality whereby we have sometimes entertained angels unawareò?  (Hebrews 13:2) 

 

As many of you know, I am continuing my learning journey with colleagues who gather in Chicago each summer 

and a parish project group from our congregation who meet with me regularly to shape the preaching ministry of 

our congregation.  Last year, we explored the question of how to design a roundtable pulpit for a roundtable 

people.  What does preaching look like and sound like in a community that values various sources of wisdom 

more than a single source of authority é that values being a listening culture more than a telling culture é that 

seeks to respect and share the spiritual journey in which each of us engages?   

 

I am still captivated by our round table and how it defines us as a community.  I am mindful that our 

denomination is engaging the subject of hospitality particularly as it relates to living a welcome that is more 

inviting of the underrepresented generation of 30-45 year olds. (www.wondercafe.ca)   In this second half of our 

fortieth year, I am interested in what it would mean for us to be about ñsetting a welcome table.ò  What does 

authentic hospitality look like in terms of how we share our spiritual journeys é how we live respectfully in 

creation é how we love our neighbors, and how we participate in healing the woundedness of our world?   

 

Sunday by Sunday we will engage these questions with each other.  It is my hope that we will cultivate a 

hospitality which sets our table in such a way that we will live the welcome we extend each time we share bread 

and wine together: 

  

 You need not be a member of this or any church to be welcome at this table. 

 Come to this table not because you must but because you may. 

 Come not because you have it all together, but because you donôt. 

 Come not because you have all the answers but because you are drawn by some of lifeôs great questions. 

 Come not to express and opinion but to seek a presence. 

 If your heart is hungry for more than bread and your spirit is thirsty for more than wine,  

come and share these gifts of a good earth and a gracious God. 

 This is the bread that calls us to compassion.  

 This is the cup that calls us to courage.   

 So let us eat and drink together to strengthen our intention to participate in healing our wounded world.  

 Come and let us share in the mysteries of our faith. 

 

As we live into the invitation of our table,           

perhaps holy hospitality will shape a table             

round enough to make room for us all.                      

        With gratitude for our shared life and table, 

               Nancy Steeves 

http://www.wondercafe.ca/
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A WORD FROM OUR STAFF ASSOCIATE 

 
ñGod grant me the SERENITY to accept the things I cannot change  

COURAGE to change the things I can and  
WISDOM to know the difference.ò 

 
Thinking back to my life as a girl growing up in a small town in central Alberta, I realize 

times were simpler then.  There were fewer demands on peopleôs time and energy.  

Businesses were closed on Sundays.  Hockey practice took place during the week.  Organized 

soccer didnôt exist.  Few mothers worked outside of the home.  Church was the centre of our 

community and family life.  We had 400 children registered in our Sunday school and 50 girls 

in C.G.I.T.  My mother, along with many others, volunteered her leadership in these programs 

year after year. 

 

Obviously things have changed.  Both parents working outside the home is the norm.  Single 

parent families and children moving between homes due to shared custody is more prevalent.  

Businesses are open on Sunday.  Hockey, soccer and ringette run team programs seven days a 

week. Increasingly, our lives are touched by people from various cultures and faith traditions.  Schools have taken 

on the role of teaching compassion, empathy and kindness through character education programming.  Everyone 

is busier.  People have had to become more discriminating about how and where they spend their time, energy and 

money.   

 

I was at a meeting in the spring to discuss the future of Camp Wohelo.  Within the context of trying to discern 

what could be done to encourage more participation in the camp, a mother of two teenagers spoke out.  She said 

that todayôs parents are very particular about the types of programs in which they want their children involved.  

Unless a program provides experiences that improve talents and skills as a successful singer, dancer, academic, 

athlete or leader of the future, it is not considered important enough to send their child. 

 

As a minister of childrenôs and youthôs spiritual development, I have many concerns and questions regarding the 

changes in our society and the expectations of todayôs parents.  My initial reaction was to move into a competitive 

consumer mentality.   How can we create a ñproductò that meets the expectations of the current ñmarketò?   Can 

we create Christian programming that is goal oriented for ñsuccessò?    

  

Eventually, I came to realize that faith is not a value-added product.  Children do not move from point A to Z in 

their faith journey to reach a goal by the end of the church year.  There is no faith season with a tournament at the 

end ï with a trophy to be won and medals to be handed out.  Spiritual development is a process.  The Spirit has its 

own time and its own way of moving that we do not control.  Following the way of Jesus does not guarantee an 

easier life or improved economic or social status.   

 

Creating and providing spiritual development programming has many rewards.  It is exciting and creative.  Itôs a 

lot like making a batch of home made soup or stew.  You put in lots of healthy ingredients and simmer it for a 

long time.  Often you donôt really know how it will taste until itôs done.  But, when itôs done, oh, how delicious 

and nourishing it is!  I hope many of you will join me in helping to stir the pot this year! 

  

 

 

 

 

Jacqueline Switzer 
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A WORD FROM OUR YOUTH RESOURCE WORKER 

ñDO NOTHING TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE!ò 
 
When was the last time you had a real day off? Ditched the ñto doò lists? Switched off 

the phone? Had a ñlie-inò? Sat in the bath until the water went cold? Most of us live at 

break-neck speed. Busy lives ï work, family, friends, and endless tasks ï leave us with 

little time to sleep, never mind stopping and reflecting. We need to stop imagining 

everything is so urgent. We need to learn to nurture our inner selves.  In his generous, 

life-affirming book, Do Nothing to Change Your Life: Discovering What Happens When 

You Stop, Stephen Cottrell (the Bishop of Reading, England) invites us to slow down 

and stop ... and breathe. He tackles the difficult business of stopping to discover where 

God fits in, and offers a beginnersô guide to sitting still!  ñIn returning and rest you shall be saved.ò Isaiah 30:15. 
 

Wendy and I had a wonderful break in July, staying at Victoriaôs Inner Harbor, and I got up on two different 

mornings faced with absolutely nothing to do! I paused to discover 7 things that can help to improve your life in 

just 7 days (just like a one-a-day vitamin for the soul!) é starting NOW! 

 

Choose to be Happy.  Happiness is a choice.  
 

Make Time for Yourself.  Do you have too many things to do? Do you always feel there is not enough time? 

Stop. You need a break. Now! At a minimum, take a minute, and do ñnothingò: look out the window, daydream, 

and think of something luxurious, think of something good, clear your mind. 
 

Take a Deep Breath hold it, and then let it out. Now do it again. It only takes a few moments. Do this several 

times throughout the day. Donôt forget to breathe! 
 

Help Someone.  A simple act of helping someone can make you feel good about yourself. It doesnôt have to be a 

major undertaking. A smile, a simple compliment, a kind word, telling someone you appreciate them is often all it 

takes. 
 

Take a Hike.  Regular exercise is very beneficial to your health and, next to swimming, walking is the single best 

exercise you can do. Itôs easy and requires little or no equipment. Take a brisk walk for 30 minutes every day! 
 

Be Grateful for the things that you do have. As the old saying goes, ñI complained because I had no shoes, 

until I met a man who had no feet.ò 
 

Have a Purpose.  Each of us has a unique, special, rewarding something we are 

destined to do in life, a life purpose. Find yours and live it. 
 

This summer the life of this church community has allowed me to experience all 7 of 

these things. Celebrating lifeôs milestones, marriages, concerts, walks along Long 

Beach, workshops, live musicals, golfing once a week, visiting friends, Summer 

Drama and Music Camp, kayaking in the mist, campfires, Mountain Adventure, 

building an elevator shaft, and Family Camp. This Reminder contains a rich variety of 

upcoming programs and events, so Make Time for Yourself, plan to Do Nothing to 

Change Your Life, and select from a virtual buffet of vitamins for your soul!   
 

I continue to be spiritually challenged and rewarded by working for you and among 

you! 

 

      

 

 

Jim Spiers   
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BOARD CO-CHAIR S 

 

ON TIME AND TRAVEL 

 
The rhythms of the seasons of the year are marvelous! In the weeks before Summer Solstice, the season of sun 

appears to stretch out forever, though the meaning of ñforeverò may vary depending on whether we are several 

months, or 5, 10, 25, 40, 60, or 90+ years old or somewhere in between. As two who are at the ñalmost 40ò mark 

and ñ70 plusò mark, we reflect on the passage of time and our travel in it, at this midway point in Southminster-

Steinhauer United Churchôs (SMSUC) 40
th
 anniversary year. Sherry Ann continues to marvel at how summers 

seem to pass more quickly with each year yet are still rejuvenating and wonder-filled. Margaret reflects on how, at 

the end of summer, we are not really at the beginning of the church year, though it feels that way when we return 

from the freedom of summer pursuits and hear the dry rustle of autumn in the leaves. 

 

We know that it is time to step into the rhythm of the new season as our community begins to dance once again to 

the tunes of school, work, and our regular practices of joy. ñWelcome homeò to all of those who have traveled 

afar this summer. ñThank youò to those who have kept the beat here, at home, particularly all who: led us in 

worship on the weeks that Nancy was away, looked after the physical arrangements on Sundays, made it so easy 

to ask for help, responded when needs arose, were involved in our childrenôs program in August, were vigilant in 

looking after the property, weeded the gardens, and made sure that our finances were in order.  ñWelcomeò to 

those who are traveling near to SMSUC for the first time, watching and listening to learn how we travel as a 

community, together. 

 

Last Fall, in anticipation of SMSUCôs 40th Anniversary in 2007, our congregation developed ñVisionsò of 

becoming: 

è A growing and caring church, 

è A centre for spiritual development, 

è An Earth Charter church, 

è A teaching church 

è With a strong outreach program. 

ñVision keepingò groups for each of the visions and for the development of the lower level of the church building 

have been meeting since Spring 2007. They are beginning to develop proposals to present to the SMSUC Board 

as suggestions for making these visions a reality. We thank all who are involved and look forward to your 

progress reports in November 2007. We appreciate, value, and hold in loving care the times when each of us in 

our congregation is able to share knowledge, skills, and talents, and for the times when we need to be ñstillò and 

to gain peace and strength from journeying with this community of faith. 

 

As Co-Chairs, we are blessed to be part of a Church Board of dedicated people who work so well together in rich 

and rewarding ways. Your Board members and Vision Keepers are planning to spend some time this fall in a 

Workshop entitled ñHoly Hospitality: Living the Welcomeò based on The United Church of Canadaôs Emerging 

Spirit initiative, ñfocused on establishing and nurturing a relationship between the United Church and Canadians 

aged 30-45ò (please see: www.united-church.ca/emergingspirit).  Through this workshop, we hope to focus on 

extending and living the welcome of our community of faith.  If you have suggestions, please share them with any 

of the Board members; we are always eager to hear your thoughts of how we may be a more ñopen and 

welcoming community where Christian faith is joyfully celebrated, courageously explored and actively lived,ò in 

accordance with our Mission Statement. 

 

And, so we dance in the joy of our journey together é 

 

Margaret Powell and Sherry Ann Chapman 

 

ñIt is better to travel than to arrive.ò 

http://www.united-church.ca/emergingspirit/


Reminder September 2007   6 

EARTH CHARTER VISION  KEEPERS 

FALL CHECK-IN FROM SMSUCôS EARTH-CHARTER VISION KEEPERS 
 
 ñThe spirit of human solidarity and kinship with all life is strengthened when we live with reverence for the 

mystery of being, gratitude for the gift of life , and humility regarding the human place in nature.ò                      

- Quoted from The Earth Charter 

 

The SMSUC Earth Charter Vision Keepers are drafting a proposal for the SMSUC Board for November 2007. 

We will be suggesting ways that we, as a congregation, might start living as an Earth-Charter church community. 

This article highlights what we are already doing in the spirit of the Earth Charter! 

 

First, what is The Earth Charter?  It is ña declaration of fundamental principles for building a just, sustainable, 

and peaceful global society for the 21st century.ò To learn more about The Earth Charter and to endorse it as an 

individual, visit: www.earthcharter.org.   

 

SMSUC will be considering endorsing The Earth Charter as a church community, encouraging us to live in ways 

that intentionally support a just, sustainable, and peaceful world. A key idea behind this intention is that all parts 

of Earth are interdependent. When we think and act ñgreen,ò the importance of what we are doing goes beyond 

the familiar ideas of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. We are caring about each other and our world. By consuming 

only what we need ñhere,ò weôre more aware of what others might need ñthere.ò This way of being is about 

universal human rights, economic justice, a culture of peace, AND respect for nature.  

 

Sound familiar? Might this mean that SMSUC is already on the road to being and living as an Earth Charter 

church? The Earth Charter Vision Keepers think so! Check out the following list! Try some of the ideas! And, 

stay tuned for opportunities for us all to make some decisions for how we wish to act and choose to participate as 

one faith community that cares about our Earth community now and into the future. 

 

A. Outreach Committee ï Through it, we support social and economic justice. For example:  

- In the past, supporting community gardening in Argentina 

- In the present, maintaining a food-bank depot for our own local neighbourhood  

  (We need volunteers to continue with this. Check out the clipboard in the foyer.) 

 

B. Affirming Congregation Committee ï Through it, we welcome diversity among people. For example, in       

     Keeping with these Earth Charter Principles, we seek to: 

-ñEliminate discrimination in all its forms, such as that based on race, color, sex, sexual orientation,     

   religion, language, and national, ethnic or social origin.ò (The Earth Charter, Principle 12a) 

-ñEnsure that communities at all levels guarantee human rights and fundamental freedoms and provide     

   Everyone an opportunity to realize his or her full potential.ò  (The Earth Charter, Principle, 3a) 

 

C. Learning Circl es and YOSS (Youth of Sounthminster-Steinhauer) ï We have the opportunity, as a  

     community, to: 

-ñHonour and support the young people of our communities, enabling them to fulfill their essential role in  

   creating sustainable societies.ò  (The Earth Charter, Principle 12c) 

 

D. Worship Committee helps us as a congregation to:  

-ñRecognize that all beings are interdependent and every form of life has value regardless of its worth to  

   Human beings.ò  (The Earth Charter, Principle 1a) 

 

E. Property Management Committee helps us to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle by: 

- Reducing the amount of water used in our buildingôs toilets  

- Ending the use of plastic stir sticks in the kitchen (weôre using our cutlery spoons instead) 

- Replacing incandescent light bulbs where possible with compact fluorescent bulbs  

- Considering the possibility of reducing the number of light bulbs in the chandeliers in the large hall     

http://www.earthcharter.org/
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  (possibly from four to three bulbs in each chandelier) 

- Turning lights off in the large hall after Sunday services, when the daylight is bright enough for coffee t  

   time 

- Identifying Earth-friendly ways to deal with our dandelions 

- Discussing the possibility of installing rain barrels  

- Looking to use safe/green cleaning products 

- Looking to purchase forest-friendly paper products (ideally 100% recycled materials, the higher the     

  post-consumer recycled waste the better) See: www.tissue.greenpeace.ca.  

- Working with programmable thermostats and reminding ourselves to dress more warmly in cool weather 

- Setting our large hall fans in ways to keep air circulating and the temperature uniform when we gather   

  there  

- Car pooling, taking the bus, walking, and cycling to Sunday services and church events  

 

F. The SMSUC Family Picnic in June 2007 explored some of the principles in The Earth Charter. Check out the      

     photos in the photo album in the church foyer! 

 

If youôre interested in ñdoingò activities, consider starting or joining a Capital City Clean-up Crew! More info is 

available through the City of Edmonton at: 944-5470 or www.edmonton.ca. Click Environment, click Capital 

City Clean Up. Tear out, and stick to your fridge the list (at the end of this article) of ñgreenò products to try at 

home! This list comes courtesy of a new Earth-Charter friend, Gerri Young, at St. Paulôs United Church. 

 

If you are interested in environmental new programming, check out Terra Informa on CJRS, 88.5 on your FM 

dial, every Tuesday at 5:30 pm. This programme offers environmental news, full-length features on topical issues, 

and tips on becoming ñgreener.ò 

 

Be sure to visit Edmontonôs own, Earthôs General Store that exists ñto offer people information and products to 

help them lessen their impact on the environment and societyò: www.earthsgeneralstore.com. For example, 

while you can buy ñNature Cleanò dish soap at a few grocery stores in Edmonton, you can take your empty dish-

soap container to Earthôs General Store and fill it up from their bulk supply of ñNature Clean.ò Another example 

of an environmental-friendly product is their high-test vinegar to deal with dandelions! 

 

In time for Christmas, consider buying a copy of Carolyn McDadeôs newest CD, ñMy Heart is Movedò. A group 

within our SMSUC community has helped to make this recording project a reality and thereby to make the Earth 

Charter a more familiar concept in Edmonton. Watch for information about the CD-launch gathering in early 

November 2007! Or, go to: www.carolynmcdademusic.com and click ñMy Heart Is Movedò to purchase the CD 

in advance. 

 

And there are probably many other items that SMSUC is doing. If you think of one (or a tonne) of them, please 

forward them to the Earth Charter Vision Keepers to add to our growing list. 

 

ñThe protection of Earthôs beauty, vitality, and diversity is a sacred trust.ò    Quoted from The Earth Charter 

 

Resource List for ñgreen shoppingò 
(This is not a comprehensive list ï you may know of other products and locations.) 

 

1. Cellulose kitchen-garbage bags: Lee Valley Tools  

    EcoSafe biodegradable garbage bags: www.earthsgeneralstore.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.earthsgeneralstore.com/
http://www.carolynmcdademusic.com/


Reminder September 2007   8 

2. Recycled Paper Products: 

   -Toilet paper; tissue hankies; paper towels and plates 

   Brand names are: Cascades; Seventh Generation; Envirologic; Main Street; 

   SaveOn Recycled; Safeway Recycled; Presidentôs Choice GREEN Superstore. 

   - Available at: Earthôs General Store ï 2nd floor, 10832 82 Ave., Edmonton, 439-8725 

   Planet Organic Market - 7917 104 St., Edmonton, 433-6807 

   Planet Organic ï second store, same stock, (formerly Big Fresh), 12120 Jasper Ave.  

   Organic Roots and Food Market, 8225 112 St., Edmonton, 413-1730 

   SaveOn, Safeway, Superstore, Staples 

 

3. Office paper, envelopes, file folders 

    -Available at: Staples, Grand & Toy, Office Depot, and Earthôs General Store 

 

4. Cleaning Products ï non-toxic and biodegradable 

    -Dish, dishwasher, washing machine and washing soap/detergents; polishes; tub, tile and toilet cleaners;     

     disinfectants; hand cleaners; pet food and scoop litter 

    Brand names: Seventh Generation; Nature Clean; Envirozone; Air Sense; Vancouver Only; EcoSafe; Nature's   

    Ultimate; Earth Friendly Products; Ecocover; ECover; Orange TKO 100% Natural; Bio-Vert; Twice as Soft 

    -Available at: 

    Earthôs General Store (see above) 

    Planet Organic Market (see above) 

    Planet Organic second store ï formerly Big Fresh (see above) 

    Organic Roots and Food Market (see above) 

    Optimum Health Vitamins & More - 7115 109 St., Edmonton, 432-5464 

    Shopperôs Drug Mart, SaveOn, Safeway, Superstore 

 

5. Lighting 

    -Energy Efficient, Compact Fluorescent bulbs ï including tri-light bulbs, spotlights, floodlights (some usable   

     on dimmer switches) 

    Best selections available at: RONA, Canadian Tire, Home Depot 

    -LED (Light Emitting Diode) Christmas Lights 

    Available at many locations: e.g., London Drugs, Superstore, and Canadian Tire. 

 

 

FINANCE  

 
MONTHLY REVENUE UPDATE  
 

The cumulative total of revenue (excluding space use revenue) for the first 

seven months of 2007 is $203,100 which is 6% below the cumulative total 

of $216,300 for the same period of 2006. The cumulative revenue to date is 

consistent with 2007 budget expectations. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder September 2007   9 

PUBLICITY  

PUBLICITY PROCESS CHANGES AS SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER (SMSUC) GROWS 
 

In May 2007, the Board approved revisions to the terms of reference for the Publicity group to make this area of 

work more manageable as SMSUC grows. The purpose remains the same: 

ñTo present Southminster-Steinhauer United Church to the wider community so that people become aware of 

Southminster-Steinhauerôs opportunities for spiritual growth and programs and feel welcome to become involved 

in whatever way they might choose.ò 

 

The change means that each committee and special-events group within our congregation will be responsible for 

publicizing their respective programs and events. Publicity budget lines will be created for each committee and 

special-events group. 

 

Many thanks to Trish Young who has volunteered to serve as the new Publicity Resource person. She will support 

the various committees and groups as they carry out their publicity plans. 

 

We welcome Michelle Zyp and Malaika Aleba as the new editors of the Reminder, and we thank Jack Edwards 

for his on-going work with the SMSUC website. 

 

Many thanks to those who have spent countless hours in 2006 and 2007, ensuring that publicity details were 

addressed! 

 

We hope that this new approach will work well for everyone. Please bear with the few hiccups that we anticipate 

along the way. If you have any suggestions for fine-tuning this new structure, please share them with Sherry Ann 

Chapman or Margaret Powell. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE  

 

The Congregational Care Committee seeks to demonstrate care and concern for our faith community by way of 

various expressions of support. These expressions come in many forms ï a simple greeting card of concern or 

congratulation,  casseroles and comfort blankets for those among us who face challenges from illness or grief, the 

welcoming warmth of a Newcomersô Luncheon, the smile and firm handshake of a Sunday Greeter. We extend 

sincere thanks to the many volunteers who contribute time and talent to our programs. 

 

Following the release of this issue of the Reminder, members of our Care Group Connections Program will 

continue to try to make telephone contact with all members of the congregation, so you may expect to hear from 

your Connector in the weeks ahead. Thank you to our group of dedicated Connectors, who are committed to 

ñconnectingò with each person in the congregation on a regular basis. 

 

Congregational Care will continue to record the weekly Sunday services and make these audiotapes available to 

folks who are unable to come to church. The tapes of the services can also be borrowed from the church library 

located in the Lounge. Through our committee, workshops for our faith community which focus on ñcaringò will 

be considered over the winter. If there are related topics that are of special interest to you, please let us know so 

that we can work towards meeting your needs. 

 

The Grief Support Groups will continue to meet under the leadership of Kathy Power. Please see the weekly 

Morning Messenger for further details. The fall Newcomersô Luncheon will be held following our church service 

on Sunday, September 30. 

 

Other ways that we continue to express love include Healing Pathway (see article on page 30), monthly Seniorsô 

Luncheons following Sunday service, and taking ñhome-communionò to those unable to attend church. Our 

annual Blue Christmas Service for those who find the Christmas season difficult will be held on December 12 at 

7:30 pm. 

 

We invite you to contact the church office if we can be of service to you or someone you know. We welcome 

announcements of celebrations, achievements and, milestone birthdays and anniversaries for inclusion in the 

Morning Messenger. 

 

We welcome you from your summer activities and hope that you and your families are refreshed and renewed for 

the seasons to come! 

 

Sandra Hildebrand 
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FAITH FORMATION & ED UCATION  

 
CHILDRENôS LEARNING CIRCLES (KINDERGARTEN ï GRADE 6) 

Schedule for September 2007 ï February 2008 
 

Using the Workshop Rotation Model, the children of Southminster-Steinhauer United Church will once again be 

learning Bible stories in a fun and memorable way.  The Workshop Rotation Model is an instructional method 

that is practical for teachers and fun for kids. In a nutshell, it works as follows: 

1. Our classrooms for elementary students are redesigned into creative, media-inspired, kid-pleasing 

workspaces where Bible stories are taught. Workshops can include: art, drama, audiovisuals, 

computers, Bible games, puppets, and music. 

2. Classes or groups rotate to new workshops each week for four or five weeks, the ñrotationò 
period.  Workshop teachers do not rotate.  They stay put in the workshop, repeating the lesson to 

a new group of children each week (with some age-appropriate modifications). 

3. During that four-five-week period, only one Bible story is taught.  The entire rotation ï every 

workshop, every week ï is focused on learning that one Bible story from a different perspective. 

 

The Workshop Rotations scheduled for the fall-winter terms are as follows: 
 

Rotation 1:  Theme: Through the Roof  

Dates:  Sunday, September 9
th
, 16

th
, 23

rd
, 30

th
 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

This is an opportunity to learn the story of the paralyzed man and how his friends carried him to Peterôs house and 

lowered him through the roof to see Jesus.  Come and experience the challenge of making sub-sandwiches with 

the ñexperienceò of a disability.  Feel what itôs like to be carried on or to carry a stretcher.  Make a fleece blanket 

for children who are in the hospital.  Celebrate the story by dramatizing it for your family and friends! 

 

Rotation 2: Theme: Judaism  

Dates: October 14
th
, 21

st
, 28

th
, November 4

th
, 18

th 
 at 10:00 am  

 

Focusing on the celebrations of Hanukkah and Passover, through food, song, dance and ritual, children will 

experience the faith traditions of Jesusô childhood, Judaism.  As part of this rotation, the children will have the 

opportunity to visit a synagogue. A review and celebration will take place on November 18
th
. 

 

Rotation 3: Theme: Maryôs Story  

Dates: December 2
nd

, 9
th
, 16

th
, 23

rd
  

 

Rotation 4: Theme: The Beatitudes   

Dates: January 6
th
, 13

th
, 20

th
, 27

th
  

 

Rotation 5: Theme: Islam 

Dates: February 3
rd

, 10
th
, 24

th
 and March 2

nd
, 9

th
 

 

 
SMALL HALL EVENTS FOR CHILDREN 

 

On long weekends and school holidays, the children in the learning circles will meet as a large group in the small 

hall for a story, game, song and art or craft activity.  These events are scheduled for the following dates: 

 

October 7 ï Thanksgiving Sunday 

November 11 ï Remembrance Day 

December 30 ï Christmas Break 

February 17 ï Family Day Weekend 
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JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH LEARNING CIRCLE (GRADES 7- 9) 
 

Theme: The Spirit in Me Greets the Spirit in You 

September 9
th
, 16

th
, 23

rd
, 30

th
 at 10:00 am 

 

Share the essence of who you are through a special object, picture or piece of music that you bring from home.   

Take this learning and extend it to create a space in the lower level that reflects the spirit in you as individuals and 

as a group. 
 

Theme: Peer Pressure and the Internet 

October and November 
 

Join us to explore uses of the internet that create peer pressure amongst teens.  Share your learning with the 

congregation through the creation of a video. 
 

Theme: Supporting Youth from Camp Fyrefly  

December 
 

On December 2
nd

, the Youth of Southminster-Steinhauer will have an opportunity to hear about the origins of 

Camp Fyrefly and listen to the stories of gay and lesbian youth. December 9
th
, 16

th
 and 23

rd
, our youth will find 

ways to support the youth of Camp Fyrefly as their annual Advent Project. 
 

Theme: Judaism 

January 2008 
 

Theme: Islam 

February 2008 
 

Theme: Where is God in the Midst of World Conflict? 

March and April 2008 
 

Theme: TBA 

May and June 2008 

 

 

CHILDRENôS AND YOUTHôS MUSIC AND DRAMA PROGRAM  
 

This will be a great opportunity to participate in the cast for the musical ñOh Jonah!ò  Come sing and act out the 

story of the reluctant prophet.  Practice starts Thursday, September 20
th
.  The children will gather at 5:00 pm and 

the youth will join the children at 5:30 pm.  The musical will be offered in church on Sunday, November 25
th
, at 

10:00 am.  For more information, please phone the church office at 435-2028. 

 

 
SENIOR HIGH + (GRADE 10 to Young Adult) 

September 9
th
, 12 noon ï 1 p.m. 

Brunch at Boganiôs 
 

Join us the first Sunday of the church year for brunch at Boganiôs Caf®.  Spend time sharing with each other.  Itôs 

sure to be a time of nourishment for body, mind and soul.  Phone the church at 435-2028 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Reminder September 2007   13 

FAMILY GATHERINGS 
 

Watch for our monthly family gatherings on the last Sunday of the month from 4:00 ï 6:00 pm 

Details will be published in the Morning Messenger. 
 

Join us on Sunday, September 30
th
 for our first event é 

 HARVEST DANCE &  WEINER ROAST 
 

Sunday, October 28, 4:00 ï 6:00 pm 

PUMPKIN PARTY 
 

Sunday, November 25, 4:00 ï 6:00 pm 

ADVENT FESTIVAL  (See Page 31 for details) 
 

Monday, December 31, 6:30 ï Midnight  

NEW YEARôS EVE POTLUCK AND DANCE 
 

Sunday, January 27, 4:00 ï 6:00 pm 

BOWLING AND PIZZA PARTY  

 

 

 
ADULT EDUCATION 

 

The Adult Education Committee members are: 
 

Paul Christopher Hazel Tremblay 

Simone Demers Dawn Waring 

Dayce Terry  

 
REEL FAITH , Sunday Evenings, October 14 and 21, 6:00-9:00 pm 

 

You are invited to the MOVIES  on Sunday evenings, October 14 and 21.  Explore the relationship between film 

and faith as we watch feature-length films on the theme of ñHospitalityò (see ñNotes from Nancyò on page 3).  

Jack Jervis and Lori Stewart will facilitate on October 14, and Cliff Cunningham and Harvey Tilden will bring 

their wisdom to October 21.  Popcorn and soda provided so, ñCome on out to the movies!ò 

 

ñSAVING JESUS,ò Monday Evenings, November 5, 12, 19, 7:00-9:00 pm 

 

BIBLE 201 é January 2008 é Watch the Morning Messenger for details! 

 

If  you have ideas or suggestions of learning opportunities you would like to see for adults in our congregation, 

please contact any member of the adult education committee. 

 

 

Saving Jesus is a revolutionary DVD-based, small-group exploration of Jesus 

for the third millennium. Featuring leading religious voices of our day, the 

basic format for each weekly session includes conversation around readings, 

video segments and guided discussion. Join Marcus Borg, John Dominic 

Crossan, Matthew Fox, Amy-Jill Levine, James Forbes and a host of others 

for a conversation around the relevance of Jesus for today. 

 

 



Reminder September 2007   14 

 
         

 

Y.O.S.S.* NEWS (Youth of Southminster-Steinhauer)  
 (Junior High ï Grades 7 to 9) 

 

Date Time Event 
Sun., Sept. 9 11:30 am Sunday Sundae ï Help dish up that ice cream right after learning circles! 

Fri., Sept. 21 6:00-8:00 pm Corn Maze and Hot Dog Roast 

Discover the secret message hidden in the maze. Carpools depart from the 

church at 6:00 pm. Enjoy some horseshoes, hot dogs, and marshmallows around 

the fire pit! Cost: $5. Bring a friend. Visit www.amazingfieldmaze.com. 

NOTE: Rain plan is games night and hot dogs at the church. 

 
Sun., Sept. 30 4:00-6:00 pm Harvest Dance ï Y.O.S.S. Beverage Barn 

Fri., Oct. 19 6:00-8:00 pm Indoor Skateboard Park 

Carpools depart from the church at 6 pm for Hope Missionôs RW Tegler Sports 

Centre.  Enjoy the indoor skateboard park, pool tables, video games, carpet pool 

or just hang out! Cost: $5. Waivers required. Helmets available. 

Sat., Oct. 27 7:30-11:00 pm Youth Halloween Dance (Edmonton-wide), Riverbend United,  

14907 - 45 Avenue.  Bring $5 and snack or pop, and dress-up! 

Sun., Oct. 28 4:00-6:00 pm Family Pumpkin Party ï Pumpkin Cooking Contest Organizers! 

Fri., Nov. 16 7:00-9:00 pm Cookie Bake ï Help bake cookies for the annual ñCookie Walk!ò 

Sun., Nov. 25 4:00-6:00 pm Advent Festival ï Fire Pit Crew 

 
Fri., Dec. 7 7:00-9:00 pm " The Spirit of Rhythm" - African Hand Drums in Worship and Joy. 

Workshop leader Diane Scott currently teaches and plays djembe drums in a 

treatment setting for persons recovering from addictions, and she also performs 

in a women's percussion ensemble called Heart Rhythms.  

Ice Cream, pop, and Christmas Trivia to follow!  

Mon., Dec. 31 6:30-midnight New Yearôs Eve Party 

Fri., Jan. 11 7:00-9:00 pm When Bad Things Happen to Good People 

After viewing a 30-minute video, weôll explore this topic in an evening with the 

Simpsons! 

Sun., Jan. 27 4:00-6:00 pm Family Bowling and Pizza Party 

Tues., Feb. 5 4:30-7:30 pm Mardi Gras Pancake Supper ï Beverage Stewards 

Fri., Mar. 7 to 

Sun., Mar. 9 

 Junior High Rally  ï ñEverybody Needs a Rockò 

Hosted in Edmonton at St. Paulôs United, 11526 ï 76 Street 

Feb. - May  Events TBA 

http://www.amazingfieldmaze.com/
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COMMUNITY NEWS FOR YOUTH (Grade 7 to Young Adult) 
 

W.H.Y. é stands for Wondering Holy Youth. This E-letter is published four times a year by two college-aged 

youth from Camrose and Oyen, who began after the two attended the United Churchôs General Council. They 

intend to connect youth across the country with articles and guest writers. WHY is all about the wondering. You 

can subscribe by e-mailing  wonderingyouth@gmail.com.   

 

 

Y.O.S.S.* NEWS (Youth of Southminster-Steinhauer)  
(Senior High + Grade 10 to Young Adult) 

 

Date Time Event 
Sun., Sept. 9 Noon-1:00 

pm 

Brunch at Boganiôs Caf®, 2023 - 111 Street 

Sun., Sept. 30 4:00-6:00 pm Harvest Dance ï Fire Pit Crew 

 Fri., Oct. 5 7:00-9:00 pm Letôs Play ñCLUE!ò 

Who could have done it?  And how?  And where?  Was it Colonel Mustard in the 

Conservatory with the Revolver?  Or did Miss Scarlet commit the crime in the 

Library with the Candlestick?  With six real suspects, six possible murder weapons 

and nine rooms in the church, there are hundreds of possibilities, and plenty of clues 

to investigate!  Participate in this classic, full-size, real-life, whodunit game and 

then enjoy some social time and treats! 

Sat., Oct. 27 7:30-11:00 

pm 

Youth Halloween Dance (Edmonton-wide), Riverbend United, 14907 - 45 Ave 

Bring $5 and snack or pop and dress-up! 

Sun., Oct. 28 4:00-6:00 pm Family Pumpkin Party  ï Pumpkin Carving Contest Organizers! 

Fri., Nov. 2 to 

Sun., Nov. 4 

 

 Senior High Rally ï ñEverybody Needs a Rockò 

Hosted in Calgary at McDougall United 

Fri., Nov. 9 7:00-9:00 pm Is Beauty More than Pixels Deep? 

How significant is the issue of image-related self-esteem?  How do the images and 

messages in our culture that define beauty as a narrow, unattainable stereotype 

affect real people?  Think about the people in your life.  Wouldnôt you agree itôs 

time you embrace their beauty and their potential?  Lifeskill Coach, Heather White, 

will help you develop a more inclusive definition of beauty!  Social time to follow. 

Sun., Nov. 25 4:00-6:00 pm Advent Festival ï Prepare Christmas Eve Luminaries 

 Fri., Dec. 7 7:00-9:00 pm " The Spirit of Rhythm" - African Hand Drums in Worship and Joy. Workshop 

leader Diane Scott currently teaches and plays djembe drums in a treatment setting 

for persons recovering from addictions, and she also performs in a women's 

percussion ensemble called Heart Rhythms.  

Ice Cream, pop, and Christmas Trivia to follow!  

Mon., Dec. 24 4:00-

midnight 

Christmas Eve ï Light the Luminaries (and keep them lit!) 

Register for a one hour shift before or after the Christmas Eve service you and your 

family will be attending. 
Mon., Dec. 31 6:30-

midnight 
New Yearôs Eve Party 

Fri., Jan. 18 7:00-9:00 pm Indoor Rock Climbing at Vertically Inclined Rock Gym 

This 2-hour group session is designed primarily to give our group lots of time 

climbing.  The instructors are there to help guide you up the walls and to make 

certain that you enjoy a safe, as well as a fun-filled, climbing experience.  The 

course includes all the necessary equipment and of course expert instructors to 

facilitate your visit. Cost: $20 (pre-paid only).  Deadline: January 13 

Sun., Jan. 27 4:00-6:00 pm Family Bowling and Pizza Party 

Tues., Feb. 5 4:30-7:30 pm Mardi Gras Pancake Supper ï Chefs in the kitchen! 

Feb.-May  Events TBA 

mailto:wonderingyouth@gmail.com
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TUXIS Parliament of Alberta 
Annual Session is December 26-31 for Youth ages 15-21 from across the province. 

Cost of $200 includes meals, lodging and travel. Practice your public speaking and debating skills, gain awareness 

of issues facing youth today, learn parliamentary procedures, and enjoy social and fun times too!  Weekend 

Conferences are held in September, November, March and May, and the cost of $20 which includes travel, food 

and accommodation. Activities include social action, membership, devotions, recreation and debate to prepare for 

Session.  TUXIS was founded in 1919 jointly by the YMCA and the United Church of Canada to foster the 

spiritual, physical, intellectual and social growth of the participants. For more information, visit www.tuxis.ab.ca   

Deadline: November 15. 
 

Zambia Youth Exposure Tour 2008 
This Tour will be a three week trip (August 6-27, 2008) to encourage personal growth, community development, 

global education and a time for spiritual growth. This is not a ñmission trip.ò The purpose is to create an 

awareness of Zambian communities and culture and their realities through people-to-people connections.  Hosted 

by Calgary Presbytery, the trip is open to all youth of the United Church of Canada. The tour is limited to 5 adult-

leaders and 15 youth, ages 15-18 (must have completed grade 10 and be 16-years old by July 1, 2007). 

Participants must enjoy working and playing with other youth. They must also want to learn about themselves, 

other people and other cultures. Good health and willingness to endure some challenging physical and emotional 

circumstances are also critical. Independent and group living skills are important. 
 

Youth outside the Calgary Presbytery can apply and may be accepted if room is available. Participants from 

outside the Calgary Presbytery will be required to attend all pre- and post-trip gatherings like the Calgary 

participants. Estimated cost $5,050 / $200 deposit and application deadline NO LATER than October 1, 2007. 

Info at www.zambia2008.ca 
 

Youth Stewards Needed in Geneva 
¶ When: February 16ï22, 2008  

¶ Where: Geneva, Switzerland  

¶ Cost: Travel costs (if North American)  

¶ Deadline to apply: September 20, 2007  

Young Christians ages 18 to 30 can now apply to serve as stewards in next Februaryôs World Council of 

Churchesô central committee meeting in Geneva, Switzerland. You could be one of twenty-five young adults from 

all over the world who will assist with worship, conference room, documentation, press office, sound, and other 

administrative and support tasks. Visit the WCC website for details and an application form.  
 

Scholarships for September 2008 
Every day, in communities across Canada, young people are actively demonstrating their passion for the 

environment through the important work they accomplish. These dedicated young Canadians are emerging as 

tomorrowôs environmental leaders and advocates. The Toyota Earth Day Scholarship Program encourages and 

rewards graduating high school students who have distinguished themselves through environmental community 

service, extracurricular and volunteer activities, and academic excellence.  The Program grants 15 awards of 

$5,000 each annually, to be applied directly towards tuition, books, room and board (where applicable) or other 

educational expenses for the first year of post-secondary, full -time studies in Canada (September 2008). Visit 

www.earthday.ca to apply before Jan 2008. 
 

Future Quest Youth Program (August 2008) 
A summer experience for youth aged 14-17 from the United Church of Canada and youth from other Christian 

denominations to explore community, theology, and leadership. Engage your body, mind, and spirit in an 

educational community that affirms, challenges, and inspires your life. Will you be one of the Future Quest 

youth? Queenôs Theological College, at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario  www.queensu.ca/theology 
 

Youth Heartbeats 
We welcome Deb and Patrick Pennyfeather back from their travels in July to Korea! Dawn Pennyfeather 

spent the summer working at the Penhold Cadet Camp.  The Rosboroughôs had a great week at Naramata, and 

we congratulate Monica on her new role at Revelations Bookstore.  Kaylen Salter-Dimma spent August 

traveling Europe with his grandparents. 

http://www.tuxis.ab.ca/
http://www.zambia2008.ca/
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/the-wcc-and-the-ecumenical-movement-in-the-21st-century/youth-in-the-ecumenical-movement/stewards-leadership-training.html
http://www.earthday.ca/
http://www.queensu.ca/theology
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OUTREACH  

 
Bissell Centre ï Making a Difference in Edmontonôs Inner City 

 
Neighbour helping Neighbour. By offering help to those who are in need, Bissell Centre gives hope 

to those living on low incomes in Edmonton. Located in the heart of Edmontonôs inner city, Bissell 

Centre offers a wide range of services with the goal of giving people the opportunity and the means to make 

positive choices for their future and that of their children, and helping them to be as self reliant as possible. 
 

Bissell Centre is a non-profit organization, and thus relies on the generosity of others to stay in operation. About 

35% of Bissell Centreôs funding is supplied by core contributors including: 

¶ Family and Community Support Services 

¶ United Way Alberta Capital Region 

¶ The United Church 

Bissell Centre needs the following supplies: 

¶ Food (especially vegetables, fruit, juices, luncheon meats, cheeses, frozen vegetables, canned fruit, 

crackers, brown and wild rice, frozen minute steaks, fresh fruit, breakfast cereal) 

¶ Basic toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, feminine hygiene products, sunscreen) 

¶ Cribs (current standards), strollers and car seats 

¶ Items for babies (diapers, formula, shampoo, lotions, wipes) 

¶ Gently used furniture and household goods 

¶ Work boots and other work clothing (used is OK) 

¶ Backpacks 
 

Can you help? 
 

To make a donation of food, please take it to the Bissell Centre at 10527 - 96 Street. 

All non-food donations are currently being stored at the Bissell Thrift Shoppes at 8818-118 Avenue or 9232-34 

Avenue. 

Bissell is able to pick up large items. Please call 471-6644. 

Please also watch for campaigns that are organized from time to time at our church. 

 

 
 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  

 

The good news from the committee is that there have been no complaints about the 

thermostats recently. Now if we could only have summer last indefinitely, we could consider 

the problem solved. 

 

The summer days pass, and the committee quietly keeps things going.  The new sign at the 

east entrance to the parking lot is now installed, almost in time for the anniversary 

celebration.  As far as I know, the basement has stayed dry, apart from the mini-flood during 

the garage sale. The gardens have thrived, and the Moppets have mopped. It has been a good summer indeed. 

 

We look forward to the fall session, and all of the meetings and activities ramping up again. 

 

Bill Hibbard 
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SENIORS 

The seniors meet on the third Sunday of the month at 11:30 am following the service to enjoy either a potluck 

lunch or a prepared lunch which is provided for a nominal cost.  All who enjoy food and fellowship are most 

welcome to attend. 

 

Our upcoming schedule is as follows: 

 

Sunday, September 16 - Potluck Luncheon 

Persons whose surnames begin with the letters A - I please bring desserts, squares, cookies, squares, and fruit,  

and those whose surnames begin with J - Z please bring sandwiches, veggies and dip. 

 

Sunday, October 21 ï Prepared Luncheon  
Cost $4.00 

 

Sunday, November 18 - Potluck Luncheon 

Persons whose surnames begin with the letters A - I please bring sandwiches, veggies and dip,  

and those whose surnames begin with J - Z please bring desserts, squares, cookies, squares, and fruit. 

 

Sunday, December 16 ï Christmas Luncheon (Prepared) 

Cost $5.00 

 

Sunday, January 20 ï Potluck Luncheon 

Persons whose surnames begin with the letters A - I please bring desserts, squares, cookies, squares, and fruit,  

and those whose surnames begin with J - Z please bring sandwiches, veggies and dip. 

 

Sunday, February 17 ï Prepared Luncheon 

Cost $4.00 

 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact the church office at 435-2028. 

 

Senior Moments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


