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an Affirming Congregation within the United Church of Canada 
 10740-19 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta   T6J  6W9 

Phone: 435-2028  Fax: 435-2058  
email: info@smsuc.com  website: www.smsuc.com 

Pentecost 16                                                              September 24, 2006 

 Welcome One and All!  
TODAY: 
� � Worship and Covenanting Service with New Ministry Team 
       Reading: Mark 9:33-37 
       Theme:  Being the Greatest 
       Learning Circles and Baby Care, 10:00 am 
� � Music/Drama Meeting (for parents), 11:30 am, Lounge 
 
THROUGH THE WEEK: 
 
Monday 
� � Children’s Choir, 4:45 pm (Time Change), Small Hall 
Tuesday 
� � Tuesday Connection, 9:15 am, Small Hall 
� � Great Escape Planning Meeting, 7:00 pm, Lounge 
Thursday 
� � Adult Choir, 7:15 pm, Large Hall 
Saturday 
� � Affirm Workshop, 9:30 am - 5:30 pm, Large Hall 
� � Affirm Workshop Barbecue, 6:00 pm 
Sunday, October 1 -  Pentecost 17 
� � Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, 7:30 am, Small Hall 
� � Worship with Celebration of Worldwide Communion 
� � Learning Circles and Baby Care, 10:00 am 
� � Second Sunday Brunch, 11:30 am, Large Hall 
� � Ensemble Practice, 11:30 am, Lower Level 
� � Blessing of the Animals Service, 4:00 pm, Large Hall 
� � Journeys of Black People, 6:00 pm, Lounge 
 
Sunday, October 8 -  Pentecost 18 
� � Thanksgiving Celebration and Baby Care, 10:00 am 
        Small Hall Event for Children  

Heartbeats 
 

� � Congratulations to Michael and Kara Walters  
        on the birth of their son Samson, born July 28, a brother for  
        Isaac. 
� � Our prayers and good wishes to Erna Babik as she recovers  
        from eye surgery. 

Pastoral Care 
 

Nancy will be away from the office until Friday, September 29.  
In the event of a death or serious illness in your family this week, 
please contact Jacqueline Switzer for emergent pastoral care 
needs.  Jacqueline can be reached at 435-2028 or 430-8725. 

Welcome 
 

We welcome Kay Quon, Chair of Edmonton Presbytery, Rev. 
Dr. Bob Kimmerley, Executive Secretary of Edmonton Presby-
tery and Katharine Moore, Presbytery Representative to our Joint 
Search and Selection Committee.  We welcome each of you as 
we celebrate and covenant with our new ministry team. 

                                 Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 1,  4:00 pm, Large Hall 

 

                   A brief service for all ages & all creatures. 
                   Bring your cats, dogs, turtles, birds, goldfish, lizards!   
                   Truly, all are welcome!  

Celebrations 2007 
 

Invitations will soon be going out to folks who have  
been part of our congregation in the past and have moved on or 
away, but may wish to join us for the celebrations planned for 
April 28-29, 2007.  If you have names and addresses for our list, 
please leave this information, along with your name and phone 
number in the church office before the end of October. 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Sunday, October 1, 7:30 am, Small Hall 

The first Men’s Fellowship Breakfast for this year will be held on 
Sunday, October 1 at 7:30 am.  Bill Robertson, chair of the Vision-
ary Task Group, will lead a discussion about the future of our 
church.  All are strongly encouraged to attend for fun and discus-
sion. 

We Need Your Help! 
Sunday Afternoon, October 1, 2:00-5:00 pm 

Given low registration and poor weather, family camp was post-
poned until August 2007.  Come enjoy a Sunday afternoon at Pi-
geon Lake and help bring in the dock.  This will mitigate our fees to 
Camp Wohelo and help them prepare for winter.  We need a crew 
of 4-6.  Carpool from church.  Contact Jim at 438-0388. 

For All Parents of Children and Youth  
in Music/Drama Program 
Today, 11:30 am, Lounge 

There will be a brief meeting immediately after church today in the 
Lounge to discuss the program for this year. 

Affirm Workshop: “ Why Not 8 by 2008?”  
Saturday, September 30, 10:00 am, Large Hall 

 

  If you are able to volunteer a few hours of your time, please con-
tact the church at 435-2028.  This event includes workshops, lunch 
and dinner on Saturday, and the Second Sunday brunch. 

“ A Conversation: The Journeys of Black Peoples  
in the United Church”  

Sunday, October 1,  6:00 pm, Lounge 
 

A local opportunity to engage in this conversation as prelude to a 
National Gathering in Montreal on April 19-22, 2007, sponsored by 
the Ethnic Ministries of the United Church of Canada.  For more 
information, please contact Claudette Esterine at 633-0177. 

Sharing Our Vision 
Sunday Afternoon, November 5,  
Large Hall, Lunch Provided 
 

The Visioning Task Group is embarking on a wonderful journey 
and wants you to come along!  You are invited to spend an after-
noon in joyful reflection on our faith community’s awesome past 
and revel in exploration of what might be in the future for our con-
gregation. Plan to be with us.  Watch for further announcements 
and look for your invitation coming to your church mailbox soon! 

Outreach Committee Needs 
We need a car seat for a toddler (37 lbs).   
Contact Carol Allen at 434-1294 if you are able to help. 

Reel Faith: A World of Difference   
Sunday Evenings, October 15, 22, and 29 

6:00-9:00 pm, Large Hall 
 

Do you love the movies?  Have you wondered how faith and film 
can enhance each other?  Come and enjoy these stimulating ses-
sions.  Each evening will begin with a feature film, to be followed 
by a group discussion on the theme of “diversity” .  Lori Stewart 
and Jack Jervis, long time movie buffs and facilitators of film 
courses at Naramata Centre, will again be our facilitators.  Popcorn 
and sodas provided.  Join the fun!  

The Great Escape (A Retreat for Women) 
November 17 - 19, Star of the North, St. Albert 

 

We are gearing up!!  We have full registration but if you would like 
to be on a waiting list contact our registrar Pat Vallis at the church 
office at 435-2028.  Office hours are 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.  For 
those pre-registered the registration forms will be available starting 
Sunday, October 1. 



AN AFFIRMING CONGREGATION 
Southminster-Steinhauer is an Affirming Congregation, a designation that  signals our commitment to be a Christian community that is 

inclusive of all people, including lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people, their families and friends.   
For more information, please call Charles Bidwell, 436-8774, or Mieke Wharton, 435-1219. 

On the second Sunday of the month, a special opportunity for fellowship is offered, referred to as the   
“ Second Sunday Brunch.”   All are welcome. 

Set-up Teams 
September 24        Jean & Bob O’Hara (Team 3)   
October 1/8           Jo Nicholas and Ann Didluck (Team 7) 
October 15/22       Jim & Wendy Spiers (Team 5) 
Please stack the chairs and remove the tables each week.  Please do 
not drag tables and chairs on the floor.  This quickly hastens the 
time when re-waxing is required.       

 Baby Care Teams 
September 24    Sandy Robertson, Lois Evans, Deanna DeRoche 
October 1          Thelma Kruper, Margaret Powell, Karen Gray 
October 8          Shirley Caruth, Tanis Eaker, Nancy Hamilton 
If you are unable to make your dates, please call someone else on 
the schedule and make a trade. 

Greeters 
September 24    Rick & Marg Barkwell, Marg Robertson  
October 1          Fred Powell, Fern Warr, Barb Hurrell 
October 8          Charles & Fern Hickman, Vi Cunningham 

Counters 
September 24  Joan/Bob Hardin, Marilyn Darwish 
October 1        Sherry Ann Chapman, Barb McCracken, Jo Nicholas,            
                        Marilyn Darwish 

Jazz and Reflections 
Sunday Afternoons, 3:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

Ritchie United Church, 9624 - 74 Avenue 
 

October 1           The Tommy Banks, P.J. Perry Trio 
October 8           Kent Sangster and Wayne Feschuk 
October 15         Rollanda Lee & The Canadian Hot Stars 
 

Collection at the door.  Wheelchair accessible. 

Face to Face with Zambia: Fund Raising Dinner 
Saturday, September 30, 5:30 pm 

Knox-Metropolitan United Church, 8307 - 109 Street 
 

Help raise funds to bring 12 people from Zambia to Canada for 4 
weeks in March-April of 2007.  There will be authentic hand-crafted 
items for auction and sale and entertainment by Juba and others.  
Tickets are $50 and include a $25 tax receipt.  If you are unable to 
attend the dinner, you are welcome to come at 8:00 pm for the eve-
ning entertainment (freewill donation at the door).  For tickets or 
information, please call Cathy at 463-4905 or Lynda at 439-1718. 

Banff Men’s Conference 
October 13 - 15 

 

Theme speaker is Rod Sykes, minister at St. Andrew’s United in 
Calgary.  An exciting opportunity to examine conflicts of the 21st 
century, and explore creative responses to help us tap into religion’s 
resurgence.  We will ponder how worship and spirituality fit with 
our views on environment and science.  We will dance, sing and 
relax in the beautiful Banff Centre. (www.banffmen.org) 

The Labyrinth as a Living Parable: 
Learning to Reconcile, to Forgive, and to Reflect 

With Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress 
Retreat: October 20-21 

Facilitator Training: October 23-24 
 

Focus will be on the process and practice of using the labyrinth to 
heal and transform.  First event is prerequisite for the second.  Both 
events are at Providence Renewal Centre, 3005 - 119 Street.  For 
more information, please see the bulletin board or call the Centre at 
430-9491. 

Jesus Through the Centuries 
Star of the North Retreat Centre 

3A St. Vital Avenue, St Albert 
October 5 - November 2 (Thursdays, 7- 8:30 pm) 

 

A series of lectures and conversations entitled “Jesus Through the 
Centures”  will focus on the 8th through the 20th centuries. 
Registration Fee: $89 for the full series or $20 session 
Please pre-register at 459-5511 
Details available at www.starofthenorth.ca 

Exciting Fall Concert Series! 
 

October 14          Hardly a Band 
November 4        Woodbend Bluegrass Band 
November 25      Gordon Ritchie 
 

All concerts start at 8:00 pm in the Large Hall. 
Tickets are available at TIX on the Square at 420-1747 and at 
the church office.   
Please see your “Reminder”  for more details. 

Choir Schedules 
 

Men’s Chorus:  Saturday, October 21, 10:00 am  
Men who like to sing but don’ t want a regular commitment to a 
choir are welcome to join us for coffee and some singing.  
Contact Bonnie Berg at 435-8646. 
 

Silver tones Choir :  Sunday, October 14, 11:30 am 
This choir is for those who would like to continue singing but 
don’ t want a regular choir commitment.  All are welcome to 
join the fun! 
 

Adult Choir :  Thursdays at 7:15 pm in the Large Hall.  
 

Children’s Choir :  Mondays at 4:45 pm in the Large Hall.  
 

Youth Choir :  Will begin meeting later in the fall, time TBA. 

YOSS News for Grades 7-12 
 

October 27 - 29      Alberta Senior High Rally (grades 10 - 12)  
                               Stony Plain United Church. 

Do You Love to Play Bridge? 
 

This group might be for you!  Anyone interested in playing 
once a month with friendly, non-combative persons (either 
regularly or as a spare), please contact Bob or Jean O’Hara this 
week at 434-3741. 

“ Call to Action”  List for “ Affirming Matters”  
 

If you would like to be on an internal “action list”  for issues 
relating to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered people, please 
send your name and email address to Thais McKee at tha-
ya1@shaw.ca.  You will be notified when issues arise that re-
quire some kind of intentional action be taken.  Thank you for 
your support! 
 

Invitation to Sign Petition  
A request that Parliament NOT re-open the discussion on 
same-sex marriage.  Please consider adding your name. The 
petition is on a clipboard in the foyer. 

Save Paper! Get the Morning Messenger via 
Email 

 

If you would like to receive the Morning Messenger on Fridays 
via email, please send a note to that effect to info@smsuc.com 

Bissell Food Bank Donations 
We have been collecting donations for the Bissell Food Bank 
on the first Sunday of each month.  There has been a change.  
The Bissell Centre has closed their Food Bank.  They will now 
get hampers from the central Food Bank for each of the fami-
lies they serve.  This means that members of our congregation 
wishing to donate to the Food Bank may do so by: a) bringing 
donations to the church as in the past (we will see it gets to the 
Food Bank) or b) delivering them to a Food Bank depot.  The 
fire hall at 23 Avenue and 105 Street will take all non-
perishable items. 
Bissell Centre is very grateful for the past donations and hopes 
that we will continue our support even though the donations do 
not go directly to Bissell.  Bissell has made the change in an 
effort to improve services to their clients (they did not always 
have the things that the families needed) and to reduce the 
amount of staff and volunteer time required to deliver the ser-
vice. 
 

Needed:  Three pieces of fabric about 3’  x 6 1/2’  to hang on 
doors to brighten up our downstairs  If you are able to help 
please call Tanis Eaker at 485-1929. 


